
Category B weapons (subject to authorisation)
 
To acquire and hold a category B weapon (certain handguns and long guns) intended for sport shooting, 
you must apply for an authorisation from your Prefecture. This is granted for a maximum of 5 years, 
subject to conditions. 
An authorisation renewal request must be submitted at the latest 3 months before the end date of the 
authorisation. 
Specific rules apply to keeping Category B weapons at home.

● Handguns and weapons converted to handguns not included in other categories, as well as their 
centerfire ammunition.

● Semi-automatic repeating long guns, with central percussion, the projectile of which has a 
diameter less than 20 mm, with a capacity greater than 3 shots or equipped with a removable 
feed system and not exceeding 11 shots without reloading.

● Semi-automatic repeating rimfire long guns, the projectile of which has a diameter of less than 20
mm, with a capacity of more than 3 shots or equipped with a removable feed system and not 
exceeding 31 shots without reloading.

● Manual repeating long guns, the projectile of which has a diameter of less than 20 mm, with a 
capacity of more than 11 rounds and not exceeding 31 rounds without reloading.

● Long guns whose minimum total length is less than or equal to 80 centimeters or whose barrel 
length is less than or equal to 45 centimeters.

● Repeating or semi-automatic smooth-bore long-barreled firearms with a minimum total length 
less than or equal to 80 cm or with a barrel length less than or equal to 60 cm.

● Semi-automatic repeating long guns having the appearance of an automatic weapon.

● Repeating long guns fitted with a pump reloading device, other than those classified in 
category C.

● Weapons chambering the following calibers: 7.62×39, 5.56×45, 5.45×39, 12.7×99 and 14.5×114, 
whatever their type or operating system, as well as their ammunition and spent casings, except 
those classified in category A.

● Weapons or type of weapons with equivalent technical characteristics classified in category B by 
order of the Minister of the Interior and the ministers responsible for customs and industry.

● Central percussion ammunition and their components designed for the handguns mentioned 
above with the exception of those classified in category C by a joint order of the Minister of 
the Interior and the ministers responsible for customs and industry.

Weapon passing from category B (Authorisation) to A (Prohibited)

The following weapons, classified in category B before August 2018, henceforth classified in category A, 
can be held until the end of their authorisation but with renewal of the authorisation subject to conditions.

Weapons Characteristics Renewal of the authorisation

Semi-
automatic 
repeating 
long gun

Weapon whose length can be 
reduced to less than 60 cm using a 
folding or telescopic stock, or a stock 
removable without tools, without 
losing its functionality

NO – except for a modification so that 
the weapon conforms to the technical 
specifications of a category B weapon. 
The transformation must be certified by 
a gunsmith.

Automatic 
repeating 
firearm

Automatic repeating firearm 
transformed into semi-automatic 
repeating firearm

YES -  Authorisation renewals are 
permitted

For further information, please ask a member of the Bureau at PTS
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